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spending time with his beloved family,
Officer Miller was an avid sportsman
who enjoyed playing basketball, foot-
ball, and golf. Officer John Paul Miller
served the State of California with
honor and distinction and fulfilled his
oath as an officer of the law. His con-
tributions to law enforcement and the
many lives that he touched will serve
as a shining example of his legacy.

We shall always be grateful for Offi-
cer Miller’s service and the sacrifices
he made while serving and protecting
the people of California.e

————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ROSEVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I am
pleased to recognize the 100th anniver-
sary of the Roseville Fire Department
in Roseville, CA.

In November 1907, a group of down-
town merchants in the railroad com-
munity of Roseville came together and
formed the Citizens Volunteer Fire De-
partment after devastating fires de-
stroyed and threatened many of their
businesses. The department opened
under the leadership of fire chief W.B.
Musson, who was joined by assistant
fire chief W.T. Butler and 16 volunteer
firefighters to protect the town of ap-
proximately 6,000 residents.

When the city of Roseville was incor-
porated in 1909, the department was of-
ficially named the ‘‘Roseville Fire De-
partment” and for over 50 years
worked out of two fire stations and
added a third in 1961. In 1947, after 40
years as a volunteer fire department,
the Roseville Fire Department hired a
full-time firefighting team to protect
the rapidly growing city.

Today, the Roseville Fire Depart-
ment has 130 employees serving over
100,000 residents with 8 fire stations, a
3-acre training facility, a technical res-
cue team, a hazardous materials team
and emergency medical technicians at
every fire station.

As the firefighters and community
celebrate the Roseville Fire Depart-
ment’s centennial anniversary, I would
like to congratulate and thank all of
the brave men and women of the Rose-
ville Fire Department who have proud-
ly served their community over the
past 100 years.e

————

REMEMBERING KENNETH THOMAS
NOVEL

e Mr. HAGEL. Mr. President, I rise to
express my sympathy over the loss of
Kenneth Thomas Novel. Kenneth
passed away after a battle with liver
cancer on November 14 at his home in
Gaithersburg, MD. He was 60 years of
age.

Kenneth was born in New York City,
NY, on January 30, 1947. He was a Viet-
nam veteran who served with the
“Screaming Eagles’” of the U.S. Army’s
101st Airborne Division in Vietnam in
1968. On November 20, Kenneth Novel
was buried with full military honors at
the Columbarium in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery.
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Kenneth was an owner of O Salon in
Georgetown along with his brother,
Robert. His career spanned more than
38 years between Washington, DC and
Aspen, CO.

Kenneth Novel was a devoted family
man. He is survived by his loving wife
Theresa; three children, Lisa Hackett,
Simone and Anthony; two grand-
children, Jake and Luke; and two
brothers, Gene and Robert Novel.

Lilibet and I, and all of Kenneth’s
friends, offer our prayers to Theresa
and the Novel family. Kenneth was an
American patriot who believed in his
country and fought for his country.
America owes him our thanks for his
contributions and sacrifice. He will be
missed by many of us.e

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. HIRAM WARD

® Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, this
Friday, on December 7 in Murfreesboro,
AR, the citizens of Pike County will
gather together to honor Dr. Hiram
Ward as the ‘2007 Country Doctor of
the Year.” He is receiving the award
for coming out of retirement and sav-
ing the Pike County Memorial Hospital
from closure. The award is sponsored
by Staff Care, a medical staffing firm
in Irving, TX, and is presented annu-
ally ‘‘to physicians who best exemplify
the spirit, skill, and dedication of
America’s medical practitioners.”

Since 1953, Dr. Ward has served the
citizens of Murfreesboro and Pike
County as a devoted physician and
caregiver. Nearly 9 years ago, Dr.
Ward, who just recently turned 82,
went into ‘‘semi-retirement,” only see-
ing patients occasionally.

However, when Pike County Memo-
rial Hospital faced closure due to the
loss of its staff physicians, Dr. Ward
came out of retirement and resumed
work full time to keep the hospital
open. For the last 11 months, Dr. Ward
has served as the chief of staff for Pike
County Memorial and has been on call
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. His work
has kept the hospital, which is the sec-
ond largest employer in town employ-
ing 55 people, from permanent closure.

For the people of southwest Arkan-
sas, Dr. Ward has been a constant both
at birth and death. He has delivered ba-
bies for most of the families in the area
and also sat at the bedsides of many
people’s parents and grandparents at
the hour of their passing. His handi-
work as a physician is visible on the
countless individuals that he ‘‘stitched
up” over the course of his career. He
has set limbs, removed gall stones, and
simply improved the condition of his
patients by just talking to them. He
has also saved many lives in Pike
County.

He has been the family doctor for my
State director, Donna Kay Yeargan,
nearly all of her life. She told me that
Dr. Ward saved the life of her father,
Jetty Steel, many times over begin-
ning in 1963 when Mr. Steel suffered in-
juries from a serious car accident. Dr.
Ward treated him in the emergency
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room before he was transported to an-
other area hospital in Texarkana, AR.
Years later, he discovered a heart prob-
lem in Mr. Steel and insisted that he
receive a new heart valve.

In the years after Donna Kay’s moth-
er died, Dr. Ward would travel 20 miles
down an old country road to Nashville,
AR, every Saturday night to visit with
Jetty and give him a quick medical
check. But it was at the end of Mr.
Steel’s life that Dr. Ward showed how
much he cared about his patients. Dur-
ing the 3 weeks Mr. Steel was in the
hospital before his death in March 2006,
Dr. Ward came to the hospital at least
twice a day to just sit and visit with
him.

He is a quiet and thoughtful man of
few words, but he maintains a com-
monsense approach to health and medi-
cine that has made him among the
most trusted men in the region. His pa-
tients are not just patients, they are
his neighbors, his friends, his extended
family. It is obvious that he does more
than attend to their medical needs; he
cares for them and loves them like
family.

Dr. Ward’s life is medicine and keep-
ing people healthy and active. He has
always understood the value of treat-
ing the whole person. He gives each pa-
tient his undivided attention no matter
how busy he is. There is a big dif-
ference between ‘‘medical attention”
and ‘‘medical care.”” Perhaps the key to
Dr. Ward’s long and valuable service is
that he understands that difference and
that he really does care.

Most people would say that Dr. Ward
has gone above and beyond the call of
duty, but his friends doubt that he be-
lieves that.

Already this year, he has been fea-
tured in the July 2007 edition of ‘‘Read-
er’s Digest” in the Grassroots column
for his dedication to the people of Pike
County and for coming out of retire-
ment to keep the hospital open.

So, Mr. President, I congratulate Dr.
Ward. The State of Arkansas is very
proud of his achievements and happy
that Dr. Ward is receiving this well-de-
served recognition. Although Dr. Ward
will take this in stride and quietly ac-
cept the accolades, his true reward
comes from the work he has done and
continues to do for his community.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his
secretaries.

——————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations,
a withdrawal, and a treaty which were
referred to the appropriate commit-
tees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
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